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As a team we asked the Quad City community what their biggest legislative concerns were for the future of our 
community. We have compiled those and provided them for legislators to address during our Question and 
Answer period.  

 Below you will find the most common issues brought forward, information about those issues and questions the 
community poses to our legislators.  

Prevention Programs 

It is no secret that violence in the home is not only traumatic for a child but has a significant impact on later life 
health and success. Scientific research shows that chronic stress, trauma, and violence can cause significant changes 
to the way a child’s brain develops. These changes impact the way a child is able to learn, play and grow and can 
negatively impact a child’s mental and physical health. More information on the impact of violence on children can 
be found at www.childabuseqc.org  

Violence prevention extends to keeping children safe in the home, keeping youth safe in their school and keeping 
adults safe in the community. Wise investments and smart policy is needed to create a safe community.  

Prevention programs measure success and outcomes differently than treatment programs, including outcomes and 
impact changes that must be measured long term. These programs require manpower as a major line item as people 
are working with people to make change. True prevention programs provide services to all citizens, not just those 
meeting specified risk factors as is mandated by most contracts. These differences from typical Human Service 
contracts understood by the public can make it challenging to get sustained and additional funding. However, 
investment in prevention programs save significant funds later and provide a healthier, safer community.  

• Currently, innovative best practice initiatives are embraced and funded but are defunded in a short period 
of time before they can be effective.  How can we ensure that current evidence based prevention 
programs are funded for enough time to show the huge impact they are capable of? 

• How can we ensure investments in prevention and support programs become a priority?  
• How can we best educate law makers on prevention programs and priorities? 
• How can we ensure evidence based programming for all programs, including prevention, are supported 

and required? 
• In what ways can we address current domestic violence policy to protect teens experiencing teen dating 

violence? 

 

 

 

http://www.childabuseqc.org/
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The State of IL Agencies 

The fiscal climate in IL has been tumultuous for some time and the financial hardships have hit providers of human 
service programs hard.  Those providing services to the most vulnerable citizens often find themselves in the most 
vulnerable of positions.  While providers work hard to decrease cost, “do more with less,” and ensure best practice 
they are often stretched to a breaking point. Contracts clearly outline program requirements, staff must receive 
paychecks and supplies are required. When services are provided and payments are up to 6+ months overdue the 
cost increases as providers dip into lines of credit, borrow, put off payments and struggle to stay afloat while running 
programs that have a significant contribution to the overall fiscal health of our community and economy.  

• How do you plan to address the fiscal climate in Illinois?  
• How can we address the need for timely payments and adequate funding to do the work we are charged 

with? 
• Currently, Executive Order 8 stops all new contracts with providers. Some providers are currently providing 

services that they were told were funded through the fiscal year with some final tweaks being made to 
contracts. Due to contract changes they were recently notified that because of the signature timeline 
those contracts will not be signed. This leaves providers with 7 months of unpaid services and the 
community without supports for our most vulnerable and young. 

o While a solution to the fiscal crisis in Illinois is important how will you work to ensure the budget is 
not balanced on the backs of young children and families and the agencies who serve them? 

o How can we ensure agencies are not forced to bear the burden of financing these programs after 
delayed payments, changed contracts, lack of funding, etc? 

Family Support 

Supporting children so they have an opportunity to grow into healthy, successful adults means supporting the entire 
family unit. Significant strides in federal MIECHV (Maternal, Infant, Early Childhood Home Visitation) funding have 
made available many essential, evidence based programs to support families to success.  “Maternal, Infant, and Early 
Childhood Home Visiting supports pregnant women and families and helps parents of children from birth to age 5 tap 
the resources and develop the skills they need to raise children who are physically, socially and emotionally healthy 
and ready to learn.” http://mchb.hrsa.gov/programs/homevisiting/  

Both Illinois and Iowa have funding for MIECHV and similar evidence based programs and local providers serve these 
populations through their home visitation programs. These programs provide the essential support from the 
beginning families need to be successful and are a form of essential secondary prevention programming.  

• Tell us about how you will support these innovative programs.  
• How will you ensure continued federal, state and local support of these home visitation prevention 

programs in Iowa or Illinois?  

http://mchb.hrsa.gov/programs/homevisiting/
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o Iowa home visitation funding: Iowa Department of Public Health and Early Childhood Iowa 
o Illinois home visitation funding: Illinois Department of Human Services and Ounce of Prevention 

Minimum Wage 

The raising of minimum wage is one hotly debated by many across the country and many policy briefings for both 
states can be found to further this important discussion.   

The Quad City community is uncertain how these potential changes will impact the services essential to keep parents 
working and to provide a solid foundation for strong families and children.  Many non-profits employ staff at or just 
above minimum wage, a rise in this amount will have a significant impact on the budget as all wages will need to be 
adjusted accordingly. Paying hard working individuals more for their commitments to children and families is 
something all providers wish they could do, but these additional costs will cause additional burden on already 
stressed agencies.  

• What is your stance on minimum wage?  
• What strategies could be employed to support nonprofits if there is an increase in the minimum wage? 

Child Care Assistance 

Quality early learning experiences are essential to the growth and development of children and for the growth and 
health of our economy. Research shows us that a strong, early start prepares a child for greater life success and 
investments have a nearly immediate impact on economy. However, there are many barriers in the way of parents 
being able to access high quality early learning experiences for children, specifically high quality child care.  

ILLINOIS:  

Families conducting job searches often have barriers in obtaining child care assistance due to being presently 
unemployed.  This can hinder job searches and prevents children from being in high-quality care settings.  Frequent 
delays and lack of communication puts families at a disadvantage as it relates to approval dates and redetermination 
dates.  Also, grandparents caring for grandchildren experience many barriers to achieving child care assistance even 
though they are the primary caregiver.  Child care assistance is a crucial linchpin for families to achieve and maintain 
employment, which in turn boosts the economy.  See the full impact of child care assistance from Illinois Action for 
Children at: http://www.actforchildren.org/site/DocServer/CC_Funding_Policy_Brief_1.2.13.pdf?docID=3681  

Rules and regulations have the unintended consequence of putting unnecessary burdens on the families seeking 
assistance.  Streamlining the approval and redetermination process to focus on getting families back to work and 
helping families maintain employment should be a priority for a healthy economy. 

 

http://www.actforchildren.org/site/DocServer/CC_Funding_Policy_Brief_1.2.13.pdf?docID=3681
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IOWA: 

According to the Child and Family Policy Center an analysis of Iowa’s child care assistance and TANF policies reveals 
several potential obstacles for parents attending post –secondary education to obtain self-sufficiency.  The report 
also outlines the rate of return on removing these obstacles and allowing families more opportunity to pursue higher 
education, the impact of education on earning potential, the reduced reliance on other safety net programs and 
decreasing the number of children raised in poverty. The full report can be found at: 
http://www.iowapolicyproject.org/2013docs/131126-IFP-CCA.pdf    

Further reports from the Iowa Policy Project on the state of child care in Iowa shows that Iowa has one of the lowest 
ceilings for child care assistance in the country.  Their research shows dramatic cliff effects for families as they 
increase their earnings and work towards self-sufficiency. These cliff effects and low child care assistance ceiling 
create disincentive for working families to increase the number of hours they work, accept pay increases and even 
accept a higher paying job.  The report indicates raising the eligibility ceiling and eliminating the cliff effects 
experienced when families increase their earnings will allow families access to quality early learning while also 
improving their own self-sufficiency. The full report can be found at: 
http://www.iowapolicyproject.org/2014docs/140313-CCA-cliffs.pdf  

• How can fully funding child care assistance be prioritized in the current fiscal climate? 
• IL: Given that many families experience unnecessary hardship and frustration with the approval and 

redetermination process, how can we ease this process to aid families who are working and going to 
school? 

• IA: Given that many families experience obstacles to achieving and maintaining self-sufficiency due to 
restrictions on Child Care Assistance programs and TANF, how can we improve these programs to aid 
families who are working and going to school? 

Human Trafficking 

Sex trafficking involves children and adults forced into the commercial sex industry to include prostitution, stripping 
and pornography.  

• How can we create policy to protect young children, fund trafficking prevention and educate the 
community on how to make a difference?  

http://www.iowapolicyproject.org/2013docs/131126-IFP-CCA.pdf
http://www.iowapolicyproject.org/2014docs/140313-CCA-cliffs.pdf

