
Prevent Child Abuse Iowa Legislative Agenda, 2015 

Prevent Child Abuse Iowa leads child abuse prevention efforts in Iowa through Advocacy, Awareness, 

and Assistance. These efforts seek to ensure that all Iowa children grow up in safe, nurturing 

environments, and are thus empowered to reach their full potential as adults.  Key to building safe 

home environments is supporting the development of protective factors in families – characteristics like 

nurturing and attachment, knowledge of child development, and parental resilience – that buffer 

against the risk of abuse.  

Federal and state laws and appropriations provide the legal structure and funding support for Iowa’s 

child abuse prevention efforts.  Both federal and state legislative action in 2015 is critical to ensure the 

strength of Iowa’s statewide child abuse prevention programs.  PCA Iowa especially urges these three 

federal and state legislative actions: 

Continue the federal investment in home visiting services. The federal Maternal, Infant, and Early 

Childhood Home Visiting (MIECHV) program provides funding for evidence-based, home-based family 

support services in Iowa and other states.  Research shows that these intensive, quality services reduce 

the risk of abuse and improve overall child well-being. The MIECHV program provided Iowa with $7.1 

million in 2014 to provide home visiting services to more than 800 families in 18 counties and to 

strengthen the infrastructure and training for statewide family support efforts. Authorization for 

MIECHV ends on March 31, 2015, and PCA Iowa urges Iowa’s federal congressional delegation to 

support the program’s continuation.   

2. Expand Iowa’s initiatives to encourage and support responsible fatherhood.  Research shows that 

children with a loving, involved father are more likely to have positive outcomes, including a reduced 

risk of abuse.  An Iowa initiative seeks to support fathers in playing a responsible role in their children’s 

lives by expanding parenting instruction for them and encouraging community-wide efforts to support 

father engagement in a safe environment. PCA Iowa urges the Iowa Legislature to provide funding to 

enhance this responsible fatherhood initiative.   

3. Analyze the long-term health impacts of adverse childhood experiences, including abuse and 

neglect, on Iowans. The original Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACE) Study in California (1995-1997) 

found a strong association between childhood trauma, including abuse and neglect, and later adult 

health problems and unhealthy behaviors. Since 2012, Iowa has collected data to see if ACEs had a 

similar impact on adults here. The 2014 Iowa Legislature appropriated $50,000 to extend collection of 

this survey data through 2015. PCA Iowa seeks a continued appropriation of $50,000 to analyze survey 

results to help identify possible policy and system responses.  

 

Contact:  
Stephen Scott 
Prevent Child Abuse Iowa 
505 Fifth Ave., Suite 900 
Des Moines, Iowa 50309 

http://www.idph.state.ia.us/hpcdp/common/pdf/family_health/miechv_summary.pdf
http://www.pcaiowa.org/about-us/media-center/press-releases/new-initiative-to-boost-support-and-education-for-fathers-latinos-in-iowa/
http://www.iowaaces360.org/ace-study.html
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